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PRESS RELEASE – CITY, UNIVERSITY OF LONDON (29.11.2018)
Embargoed until 00:01 (GMT) on 30.11.2018
Councils advised to set up ‘food resilience teams’ to prepare for Brexit
Local authorities should set up “food resilience teams” to prepare for different Brexit scenarios, according to an advice notice written by food policy experts.
The document – from specialists at City, University of London, University of Sussex and the Chartered Institute of Environmental Health (CIEH) – has been sent to every council in the United Kingdom, and will be available online.
It suggests authorities should consider creating the food resilience teams to make risk assessments of how different outcomes of Brexit might affect food provision and supply in their local areas.
The briefing, which is the latest in the Food Brexit Briefing series from the Food Research Collaboration, advises that councils will have a role to play as the local voice and ears to help limit the risk of social disorder, which has been brought on by food supply problems in the past.
There is wide agreement within local authorities that some level of preparation for food supply after Brexit is both possible and sensible, according to the document.
The advice notice suggests food resilience teams should:
· Map existing food systems in their regions
· Conduct rapid assessments of where risks and potential disruptions lie
· Clarify the limits to stockpiling
· Bring together relevant professionals and expertise
· Be prepared to convey this information to the Government and public.
The notice highlights local authorities’ responsibility for the enforcement of food safety and standards regulation, with a scope ranging from school meals to imported and exported products.
However, it says the Government’s guidance notes for a no-deal Brexit are “welcome but inadequate” and warns that local authorities have not been given enough advice.
According to the notice, every form of Brexit will affect the food system in some way, particularly a no-deal scenario.
Several food risks are highlighted, including: price changes, reduced food availability, lower standards and safety, supply disruption, border delays, freight logistics and public disorder.
The food resilience teams should combine expertise from both within the authority (such environmental health officers, trading standards officers, planners, food emergency planning bodies) and other experts, including NHS-based nutritionists and dietitians, and representatives from commercial bodies and chambers of commerce with knowledge of local food infrastructure, the note recommends.
Professor Tim Lang, of the Centre for Food Policy at City, said: “Setting up food resilience teams is something practical local authorities can do. These should map local food system risks and help set public protection priorities.”
Tony Lewis, Head of Policy at CIEH, said: “Local authorities have been asking us for practical advice on how to prepare for a food Brexit – this document contains that advice.”
Erik Millstone, Professor of Science Policy at the University of Sussex, said: “The impact of Brexit on food supplies will depend on where people live. Those furthest from Channel ports will be at greatest risk of shortages, which is important for local authorities because their locations will make big differences.”
Gary McFarlane, Northern Ireland Director of the CIEH, said: “Whatever the outcomes of political negotiations significant change is on the horizon. Local authorities will be key facilitators for both business and local communities and this document seeks to provide practical ideas that assist in that role.”
The briefing has been produced by the Food Research Collaboration (an initiative of the Centre for Food Policy) jointly with the CIEH and the University of Sussex.
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For more information, please contact:

· City, University of London: Ed Grover (ed.grover@city.ac.uk; 0207 040 3062)
· University of Sussex: Neil Vowles (n.g.vowles@sussex.ac.uk; 01273 873712)
· Food Research Collaboration: Nora Blascsok (Nora.Blascsok@city.ac.uk).

The advice notice will be available on the Food Research Collaboration website from Friday 30th November: https://foodresearch.org.uk/publications/local-authorities-food-brexit/

The Food Research Collaboration is a UK initiative that brings together academics and civil society organisations to improve the production, sharing and use of evidence-based knowledge to influence and improve UK food policy. It has 600 members and is based at the Centre for Food Policy at City, University of London. This is the sixth of its Food Brexit Briefings. http://foodresearch.org.uk/

The Chartered Institute of Environmental Health was founded in the 19th century to deliver Victorian public health reforms. It aims to improve public health and wellbeing by supporting its members across many sectors. It provides information, evidence and policy advice to local and national government, regulators, members, stakeholders and the wider environmental health workforce.

[bookmark: _GoBack]City, University of London is a global higher education institution committed to academic excellence, with a focus on business and the professions and an enviable central London location.

City’s academic range is broadly-based with world-leading strengths in business; law; health sciences; mathematics; computer science; engineering; social sciences; and the arts including journalism and music.

City has more than 19,500 students (45% at postgraduate level) from more than 160 countries and staff from over 75 countries. In the last REF, City doubled the proportion of its total academic staff producing world-leading or internationally excellent research. More than 130,000 former students from over 180 countries are members of the City Alumni Network. 

The University’s history dates from 1894, with the foundation of the Northampton Institute on what is now the main part of City’s campus. In 1966, City was granted University status by Royal Charter and the Lord Mayor of London became its Chancellor. In September 2016, City joined the University of London and HRH the Princess Royal became City’s Chancellor.  

Led by President, Professor Sir Paul Curran since 2010, City has made signiﬁcant investments in its academic staff, its estate and its infrastructure and continues to work towards realising its vision of being a leading global university: it has recently agreed a new Vision & Strategy 2026.
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